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Chinchilla Adoption Contract or Qualification Assessment


NOTE:  This document is designed to be multi-purpose: it can be used by breeders, owners or rescue services as an adoption application or contract, to assess the qualifications of a rescue service or as a self-assessment for aspiring chinparents. UNLESS this document is being used to sell or rehome chinchilla/s that possess a pedigree and  accompanying documentation of family genetic/ medical and temperament histories for at least two generations back, then applicant acknowledges that the chinchilla/s applied for are NOT for breeding and will not be bred or allowed to be in a situation where breeding might occur, in accordance with NFB. 

A lot of legislative reform and public awareness needs to take place before our society is ahead of the curve on the prevention of animal abuse, neglect and  hoarding. For this reason, it is vital to ALWAYS conduct a home visit before placing a chin/s with anyone for any reason. This is the right and duty of every responsible, caring chinparent; no excuses, no exceptions.  
When using this contract electronically, a typed signature substitutes for a handwritten one. Applicant should maintain a copy of the completed contract for their records. An adoption fee of no less than $50 per chinchilla will apply. 

** ANYTHING LEFT INCOMPLETE WILL RENDER THIS CONTRACT VOID **


Contact information (email, website, etc.) of the owner/ breeder/ rescue administering this contract:

	Before completing this form, review these critical  points  in their entirety and place your signature in the righthand column to confirm that you   acknowledge them.


	

	1)  Input age, occupation, full name, address, phone and email in space at right. If you are 17 or younger, a parental signature at right is also required to confirm that the chinchilla/s will be cared for with the consent, financial support and supervision of the head of household.


	

	2)  How many chinchillas have you had in the past and for how long did you have them? If there were any deaths, please state circumstances and cause of demise in detail.


	

	3)  Please read through these two pages: Chinchilla Behavior: Relating to People and Other Animals -AND- Chinchilla Introductions and Group Dynamics. Briefly describe the Hands-On Approach and what social disposition is. Confirm that you have read those two pages in their entirety by placing your signature in the space at right.


	


	4)  How many and what other types of pets are in your household? Does applicant understand that it is generally inadviseable to allow a chinchilla to play with other animals, since they can be seriously injured by rough play or contract diseases? Do you acknowledge that other household pets will NEVER be allowed unsupervised access to your chinchilla/s? Please confirm by replying in complete sentences at right.


	

	5)  Does the applicant understand that although chinchillas are chiefly nocturnal (but can be crepuscular, i.e., active at twilight in morning and evening) they will still require daily affection and attention? How do you plan to accommodate your chinchilla/s so that they’re housed apart from other household pets and can have undisturbed, quiet daytime rest? Please answer with complete sentences at right.


	

	6)  Are you prepared  to devote at least one hour a day to supervised exercise time and bonding? What makes an exercise wheel UNsafe? What is chin-proofing? Please answer in full and read through Exercise and Play, taking particular note of the precautions for out-of-cage exercise. Confirm that you have read that page in its entirety by placing your signature in the space at right.


	


	7)  Read through The Essentials that you must provide for your chinchilla/s and answer these questions: How large (give dimensions) and what size mesh width is the cage that you have purchased? What things must "be available at all times, they will not be over-consumed?" State why treats must be given sparingly. Name the two causes of environmental malocclusion. 

 
	

	8)  Place your signature in the space at right to confirm that you have reviewed the topics listed in the Safety Index and have prepared for the possibility of a catastrophe/ emergency in these ways: animal emergency stickers are present on both the front and back doors of your home AND there are enough carriers standing by to take your chinchilla/s to safety. Name at least three unsafe products that are marketed for chinchillas as named in this paragraph.


	


	9)  Is the applicant prepared financially for any future vet visits or emergencies that may arise? Please answer this question in full and input the name, phone number, office hours and location of a NEARBY exotics specialist vet with after-hours emergency services.


	

	10)  List the name of at least one reliable pet sitter with knowledge of the needs and safety issues associated with chinchillas, who will be glad to care for your chinchilla/s in case of personal emergency or vacation.


	

	11)  Does the applicant commit to maintaining a constant, regulated temperature for their chinchilla/s, ideally between 60-70F but NOT to exceed 70F, including time spent in transport or travel? Confirm by placing your signature at right. List methods for cooling an overheating chinchilla in an emergency situation. 


	


	12)  If applicant plans to participate in college, military service, starting a family, etc., all of which would necessitate a lifestyle change, what then are your plans for accomodating your chinchilla/s? Please answer in full at right.

 
	


	13)  List by name at least two information resources (forums, websites, clubs, magazines, books, etc) from which you plan to learn and interact in the pet chinchilla community.


	

	14)  If for ANY reason at ANY time in the future the applicant should decide to rehome their chinchilla/s, it is agreed that applicant is legally obligated to first notify the owner/ breeder/ rescue that is administering this contract/ review so that they may reclaim the chinchilla/s. Confirm by completing the following in the space at right: your signature and the date this document was completed by you.


	



