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Nutritional Content

Most grass hays are basically similar in nutritional value. Some hays will be more palatable than others. Timothy and orchard grass hays are favorites. As long as whatever grass hay you have found is of high quality, it will probably be suitable for your cavy. 

The Hay Chart provides general calcium, phosphorus, and magnesium values for a variety of grass hays and legume hays, like alfalfa. Note the high calcium and protein content of alfalfa and clovers. When available, information was provided for hays in various stages of growth. Note that young hays provide more protein than midbloom and mature hays. 

These values were obtained from Feeds & Nutrition by M. E. Ensminger, J. E. Oldfield, and W. W. Heinemann, (Second Edition 1990).    Feeds & Nutrition covers a wide range of topics, from the principles of nutrition to nutritional disorders like ketosis, anemia, aphosphorosis, azoturia, bloat, colic, iodine deficiency, rickets, and much more. 

Remember: The only way to know the precise nutritional content of a hay is to have it tested (a modest fee is charged). Weather, soil fertility and minerals are only some of the factors that affect the nutritional content of hays. Your local extension service can help if you are interested in having a particular hay tested.

The Nutritional Value of Hay

The following two alphabetic charts provide nutritional data for common forages. Variations occur from field to field. Remember that growing conditions, maturity, and soil nutrients affect all mineral percents.

	Guinea Lynx' 
HAY CHART
All Hay Sun-cured 
Values in % or Ratio
	Dry
Matter
%
	Crude
Protein
%
	Calcium
%
	Phosph.
%
	Magnes.
%
	  Ca:P   
Ratio

	Alfalfa ---- All
	90
	16.0
	1.28
	0.24
	0.30
	5.3:1

	Alfalfa - Prebloom
	90
	20.2
	1.34
	0.30
	0.19
	4.5:1

	Alfalfa - Midbloom
	91
	17.1
	1.27
	0.22
	0.32
	5.8:1

	Alfalfa - Mature
	91
	15.2
	1.07
	0.19
	0.2
	5.6:1

	Bermudagrass
	91
	9.2
	0.43
	0.16
	0.16
	2.7:1

	Bluegrass, Kentucky -- All
	89
	9.1
	0.40
	0.27
	0.19
	1.5:1

	Bluegrass, Kentucky - Mature
	89
	5.6
	0.24
	0.20
	0.10
	1.2:1

	Bromegrass ---- All
	91
	8.7
	0.32
	0.15
	0.09
	2.1:1

	Bromegrass - Prebloom
	88
	9.2
	0.28
	0.33
	0.08
	0.8:1

	Bromegrass - Mature
	92
	6.1
	0.40
	0.09
	0.08
	4.4:1

	Clover, Red ---- All
	88
	13.0
	1.22
	0.22
	0.34
	5.5:1

	Clover, Red - Immature
	87
	18.7
	1.35
	0.32
	0.34
	4.2:1

	Clover, Red - Mature
	91
	11.8
	1.07
	0.19
	0.32
	5.6:1

	Clover, White
	90
	16.9
	1.71
	0.29
	-- 
	5.9:1

	Fescue, Meadow
	88
	8.2
	0.33
	0.25
	1.61
	1.3:1

	Fescue, Tall
	89
	7.2
	0.35
	0.21
	2.12
	1.7:1

	Grass ---- All
	89
	8.0
	0.44
	0.18
	0.20
	2.4:1

	Grass - Immature
	87
	14.5
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 

	Grass - Mature
	90
	3.9
	0.34
	0.14
	0.26
	2.4:1

	Lespedeza, Common
	89
	13.8
	0.78
	0.25
	0.20
	3.1:1

	Oats ---- All
	91
	8.6
	0.29
	0.23
	0.26
	1.3:1

	Oats - Immature 
	91
	12.6
	0.30
	0.39
	-- 
	0.8:1

	Oats - Dough Stage 
	92
	8.6
	0.22
	0.20
	0.16
	1.1:1

	Orchardgrass
	89
	9.4
	0.34
	0.23
	0.16
	1.5:1

	Prairie Grass, Midwest (Prairie Hay)
	91
	5.8
	0.32
	0.13
	0.24
	2.5:1

	Prairie Grass, Midwest - Immature
	90
	7.9
	0.51
	0.17
	0.22
	3.0:1

	Prairie Grass, Midwest - Mature
	90
	5.6
	0.41
	0.08
	-- 
	5.1:1

	Quackgrass
	91
	9.5
	0.30
	0.11
	-- 
	2.7:1

	Rye 
	93
	7.9
	0.31
	0.18
	0.12
	1.7:1

	Timothy ---- All
	91
	6.8
	0.38
	0.17
	0.11
	2.2:1

	Timothy - Prebloom
	89
	12.4
	0.41
	0.36
	0.10
	1.3:1

	Timothy Early Bloom
	89
	9.5
	0.46
	0.25
	0.11
	1.8:1

	Timothy Midbloom
	89
	8.6
	0.32
	0.20
	0.12
	1.6:1

	Timothy Fullbloom
	89
	6.8
	0.36
	0.21
	0.10
	1.7:1

	Wheat
	89
	7.7
	0.13
	0.18
	0.11
	0.7:1

	Wheat, Crested
	92
	10.3
	0.24
	0.14
	-- 
	1.7:1

	Wheat, Intermediate
	90
	7.7
	0.33
	0.17
	0.05
	1.9:1

	Wheat, Slender
	91
	8.1
	0.32
	0.23
	0.22
	1.4:1


